 “ WHEN YE COME Into the LAND ” 
Numerous Instructions were given to the Children of Israel prior to their Entrance into Canaan’s Land.    One Carried a Certain Relevance to those Covenant Promises made to Abraham EXACTLY 470 Years before.  

Why do some Regard This One as also having Additional Significance?
     
                                                        © Rich Traver,  81520-1411,   6-22-04
Well prior to their being given formal possession of the Promised Land as an inheritance, a number of instructions were given concerning ceremonial performances and offerings that were to be practiced after they were settled in their new homeland.  Perhaps the most well known of these instructions is the one in Leviticus 23:10 which says, “Speak unto the children of Israel, and say unto them, When ye be come into the land which I give unto you, and ye shall reap the harvest thereof, then ye shall bring a sheaf of the firstfruits of your harvest unto the priest:  And he shall wave the sheaf before the LORD, to be accepted for you: on the morrow after the Sabbath the priest shall wave it.”  When we hear this phrase,“When ye be come into the land…”( most invariably associate it with this ‘Wave Sheaf’ Offering instruction.  What few realize is that this is only one of many places where God’s instructions are prefaced with this same opener.  
In fact, there are no less than FOURTEEN places where God instructs certain things be done, some time after their 430 year sojurn in Canaan and in Egypt and after their forty years wilderness experience had ended and their possession of the Promised Land had begun.   Not all of these instructions were to have been implemented immediately, as the list below indicates.  
Scriptures including this same phrase are also found in the following fourteen places:

___________________________________________________________________________________

Leviticus 14:34   Dealing with a leper’s house . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . non-specific

Leviticus 19:23   Waiting to harvest a newly planted tree . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .    3 - years

Leviticus 23:10   Waving a sheaf of firstfruits of their annual harvests . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . pre-harvests
Leviticus 25:2     Observing the land Sabbath . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .    7 - years

Numbers 15:1     Burnt Offering accompaniments . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  non-specific

Numbers 15:18   Heave Offering upon entering the Promised Land  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  non-specific

Numbers 33:51   Driving out the inhabitants – Dividing the Land . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   7 – years

Numbers 34:2-9  Describing the Land’s boundaries . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .    decades 

Numbers 35:10   Appointing Cities of Refuge . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   decades

Deuteronomy 12:10   A Place which the LORD God shall choose  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Deuteronomy 17:14   About their selecting a King . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  century+

Deuteronomy 18:9    About not copying the pagan nations around them . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   always

Deuteronomy 26:2    Observing the Feast of Tabernacles . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Deuteronomy 27:3-12   Regarding the Mt.Gerazim / Mt.Ebal demonstration . . . . . . . . . . .

___________________________________________________________________________________

Perhaps what accounts for the notoriety of this one passage in Leviticus 23 is the association with the Ceremonial event which some pose as having taken place ‘on the morrow after the Passover’  the fifteenth day of the first month, on the anniversary of the beginning of the Exodus.  That event, deduced by these to have taken place is the observance of a ‘Wave Sheaf’ Ceremony, before eating of the produce of their newly-entered  land, near Gilgal, just  east  of  Jericho, 
on the west side of the Jordan River, as related  in Joshua 5:10-11.  The seeming similarity of language in Leviticus 23:14 and Joshua 5:11 suggests to some that a Wave Sheaf was required and had first been offered prior to their eating of the produce of the land!
A Wave Sheaf Offering Unmentioned!
Though there is no Biblical evidence of this Wave Sheaf having actually been presented at this early date, still, it is presumed by some that one was offered.  And, from that presumption, a number of other presumptions become plausible, though being fully dependent on the first one.
In fact, the Scriptures identify a time for this entrance event, the first eating of the produce of the land, mentioned in Joshua 5, that ordinarily would have been seen as too early to have been a Wave Sheaf relevant occasion!   This obvious (to most) consideration is likely what accounts for the extra-translation in the King James Version, where it indicates “old corn”, when the original Hebrew Text does not support such a reading.  Their ‘problem’, which accounts for the way these scholars chose to translate the word “awboor”, was their awareness of a conflict in what is stated in Joshua 5:11, that, IF in fact, a Wave Sheaf was to have been offered prior to this event (their first eating of the grain of the land), it would have been a day too early for them to have done so!  This by all early Jewish methods of reckoning employed, that is any-where recorded!
In fact, it is this very passage that the Pharisees used to establish their method of determining Wave Sheaf Day.  However, in doing so, they based their determination on their ‘late Passover’ tradition, holding that Passover was eaten in the early hours that began the fifteenth day of the first month as opposed to it being killed just after sunset as the fourteenth began, with it being eaten some five hours thereafter. (This latter idea represented the Sadduceean tradition, though not all Sadducees practiced it openly.  Many publicly acquiesced to Phariseean practice, killing the Passover mid to late afternoon on the fourteenth, eating it after sunset in the fifteenth.)   To the Pharisees, “the Sabbath” here meant the first Day of Unleavened Bread, and the ‘morrow after the Sabbath’ when the Wave Sheaf offering was waved, was always the sixteenth, never earlier.  Thus, their long-held tradition required the six-teenth as being ‘the day of first waving’ of their newly ripened grain.  The Phariseean tradition became the majority position in the Jewish religion after the first century.  It may have been a recognition of this opinion that prompted the King James translators to render their translation of Joshua 5:11 using ‘old corn’, as under Jewish opinion, referring to their eating of the harvest on the fifteenth, (the morrow after the Passover), it was a day too early for a Wave Sheaf to have been offered!  Thus, they were inclined to regard this produce as being left-over from a previous year’s harvest.  That opinion appears to be re-flected in the King James translator’s choice of words.  They wanted the reader to see Israel as having eaten stored, left-over grains from a previous year, in order to explain how they could have eaten it prior to a Wave Sheaf having been offered, which Jewish tradition would not allow being earlier than the sixteenth, one day later!
The Morrow After the Passover
The phrase in question in Joshua 5:10 is ‘the morrow after the Passover’.   To those holding to Phariseean tradition, this would have been the sixteenth. To adherents to Sadduceean tradition, the morrow after the Passover would have been the fifteenth.  Passover was the fourteenth, the First Day of Unleavened Bread was the fifteenth.  The problem is, the ‘morrow after the Passover’ is not here stated as being the morrow after the Sabbath.  That detail is presumed by some.
But for the Wave Sheaf to be properly offered, the day on which it was waved HAD TO BE a ‘morrow after the Sabbath’.  To some, this is thought to be the annual Sabbath, the fifteenth, the First Day of Unleavened Bread, which could fall on various days of the week.  To others, it is thought to be the morrow after the weekly Sab-bath, thus always and only on a Sunday.

This, of course, raises the question of it being waved too early.  Phariseean tradition would not 
allow a Wave Sheaf to be offered on the First

Day of Unleavened Bread, the fifteenth, as that 
would have been the ‘Sabbath’ from which they 
determined the ‘morrow’, to them the sixteenth, 
irrespective of the day of the week.  Sadduceean tradition would have looked to that weekly Sab-bath falling within the seven Days of Unleavened Bread, identifying the ‘morrow’ as the day after that, thus always a Sunday.  In those occasional years when Passover occurred on a Friday, and the First Day of Unleavened Bread on a weekly Sabbath, the two persuasions would arrive at the same day for a Wave Sheaf presentation: the sixteenth.  But that was infrequent.  But the six-teenth is the earliest date for a Wave Sheaf Offering under either of those traditions.
Yet Another Consideration.
Some in the Church of God, on the other hand, hold a variant view of this scene, more in keep-ing with the Sadduceean view, correctly noting that Passover would have been killed and eaten in the beginning hours of the fourteenth day, and the ‘morrow after the Passover’  would here be the fifteenth day.  It is posed by these who hold this view, that this very first Wave Sheaf Offer-ing was presented some 34 hours after they ate their first Passover in the land, waving it ON the morrow, the First Day of Unleavened Bread, an annual Holyday.  This view requires that the Passover that year had fallen on a Saturday, thus making the First Day of Unleavened Bread a Sunday, a ‘morrow after the Sabbath’.  This is essential IF a Wave Sheaf Offering was observed prior to Israel eating of the produce of Jericho. 

A Church of God scenario poses wave sheaf in this place as being waved–up on the First Day of Unleavened Bread, where the earliest day Jewish tradition would allow would be the morrow after, the 16th,  the second Day of Unleavened Bread!   
Now, it might be appropriate to pause here and consider why any of this would matter to us.  After all, we don’t offer a wave sheaf these days. Well, it is relevant to us as this ‘morrow’ is the day from which the Church counts to Pentecost.  When we observe Pentecost is dependent upon which day we identify as being ‘the morrow after the Sabbath’.  This one-day difference can, in certain years, affect the assigned date of the Day of Pentecost by a full week!   That is what gives 
this seemingly ‘minor’ issue relevance today.
So, we have three understandings posed regard-ing the significance of this narrative from Joshua 5:11-12.   1.) The idea that the ‘morrow after the Sabbath’ is the day after the First Day of Unleav-ened Bread, the sixteenth, with the first eating of the Promised Land’s produce having been a day prior to that, thus too early for a Wave Sheaf Offering to have been presented, therefore the ‘produce’ eaten had to be stored grain from a previous year’s crop.   2.) The idea that the ‘mor-row after the Sabbath’ is the day after the weekly Sabbath that fell during the week of Unleavened Bread, being any date from the sixteenth thru the twenty-second.  Again, eating on ‘the morrow after the Passover’, the fifteenth, would’ve been too early, thus the ‘produce’ eaten would have to have been of stored grain.   3.) The idea that the Passover itself occurred on a weekly Sabbath, making the First Day of Unleavened Bread a ‘morrow’, a Sunday, allowing for a Wave Sheaf Offering on the fifteenth, which would then legitimize eating of newly harvested grains.  It should be noted that under idea 3, an ‘early’ eating of the Passover is essential: sacrificing it just after sunset, eating it some five hours later.   ( If we use the traditional timing of the Jewish Passover, killing it in the mid-to-late afternoon, and eating it after sunset, a few hours into the fifteenth, then even under this idea, the ‘morrow after the Passover’ would have to be re-identified as the sixteenth! )
Regarding these, a number of presumptions are made. First, that the ‘morrow after the Passover’ means the fifteenth day of the first month. (Some would say the sixteenth.)   Second, that ‘the morrow’ means the morning of the day after, rather than the very next morning,  Third, that a Wave Sheaf Offering is relevant to the narrative,  Fourth, that wave sheaf was offered in mid-morning, had one been offered, though we have no specific biblical instruction as yet as to time of day it was to be waved, and Fifth, that Jericho’s new harvest was offering-worthy, acceptable to God in the first place!  Additional factors include whether they killed and ate the Passover in the early hours of the fourteenth or if 
they ate it just after the fourteenth ended.
We need to consider if the term ‘the morrow after the Passover’ could mean the very next day. It does mean that in Numbers 33:3.  “And they departed from Rameses in the first month, on the fifteenth day of the month; on the morrow after the Passover the children of Israel went out with an high hand in the sight of all the Egyptians.”
Here, ‘the morrow after the Passover’ is during the early part of the fifteenth day, after sunset, but with some twilight remaining, as the Exodus was fully underway as nightfall set-in.  They left Egypt ‘by night’ as it says in Deuteronomy 16:1.
(Keep in mind that biblically, days begin at sunset.)  If we hold to a consistent standard, then the time of eating of the ‘produce’ COULD have been as early as twilight beginning the fifteenth day, just 24 hours after sacrificing the Passover.

Under this understanding, Israel then would have begun eating Canaan’s produce on the evening beginning the fifteenth, which we recognize as being the ‘Night to be Much Observed’, with manna having ceased the morning after that, some ten hours later!   Should this understand-ing be correct, then Israel would have begun eating of the produce of the land on the evening beginning the fifteenth, the exact morrow after the (Early) Passover, IMPOSSIBLY too early for there to have been a Wave Sheaf Offering that year!   This possibility is rejected outright by most for that very reason!   So, this linguistically demonstrable possibility they MUST reject, as it disallows their preferred Joshua 5:11 scenario.
Why Just This One?
Of course, even this scenario is totally dependant on the Wave Sheaf Offering being waved ON a First Day of Unleavened Bread, which, to Jewish traditionalists, is a clear and total impossibility.

So, why in the beginning of this chapter, did I refer to all those other 13 places where a “When 

ye be come into the land…” lead-in begins?   We need to consider another thing about this.  Some have concluded that Israel obeyed God, not fail-ing to carry out His specific instruction, almost immediately upon entering the land.  What most have blissfully overlooked is the fact that in most (all) of those other 13 instances, they did not, nor could they have carried out these instructions in that very first year!   Those all were meant for and obviously applied to later times.  From what do we conclude that this one only required immediate compliance?  Especially, in order to offer up to God the produce of a pagan nation, not meeting the requirement of being of their own planting, as called for in Exodus 23:16.
In the right hand margin of the above list of scriptures that include the phrase “When ye be come into the land...”, of those that are time-specific, NONE of them were done immediately in the year of entrance.  So why do people con-clude that just this one HAD TO BE complied with just then?  Many could not have been done immediately, such as the conquest-dependent ones, or setting up cities of refuge, or the Mt. Gerazim / Mt. Ebal demonstration, or harvesting from trees which they planted!  We know Israel didn’t go up to keep the Feast of Tabernacles anywhere the first few years.  Why are these delayed compliances overlooked, while such a passion is made of the ‘absolute fact’ that Israel HAD TO keep this instruction about wave sheaf, ignoring the fact that they had no personal-source harvest offering to present that first year?   Nor is Wave Sheaf mentioned anywhere in this passage, let alone the entire book of Joshua!
Few scholars, it seems, dare touch the...“of the seed which you have planted…” requirement for ‘firstfruits’ found in Exodus 23:16.  (Even Lev. 23:10 refers to it as “your harvest”!)  One who did specifically address it, dismissing this prime requirement, did so based on the conclusion that it applied only to Pentecost and Tabernacles offerings!  Yet in verse 15 it includes ‘three seasons’!  That would mean Passover / Unleav-ened Bread also!  (A general requirement of all offerings is that it first be legitimately ones’own 
to offer!)  (See 1st Chronicles 21:23-24)
Think what it would sound like for someone to suggest that the ‘sunset to sunset’ determination for the Sabbath applies only to the Day of Atone-ment, and thus any other Sabbath timeframe is indeterminate, because the ‘sunset to sunset’ term is used only in reference to that one specific day!  (Lev. 23:32)   We’d recognize the shabby theology!  So, why would we allow the disregard of a clear Biblical instruction using similar logic?  The point missed by this individual is that ALL offerings were to be of personal-origin.  Stolen property was not a valid or acceptable offering.  Even with permission, it degraded a person’s offering for it to have been a borrowed or donated item, taken from someone else’s flock or field.  Such a source always rendered one’s offering inferior!  (Consider Matthew 25:8-9. Even where it involves God’s Spirit!)   King David refused to accept a gift for use as an offering to God.  He insisted on purchasing the livestock from the giver to make it legitimately his own!  (2 Sam. 24:21-24)   Acceptability was a major issue, as we can see in verse 23! 
So we see some alleging that Israel was compel-led to and faithfully did obey God in this Wave Sheaf requirement, while at the same time they violated another clear requirement in the process of doing so!  Offering the first ever Wave Sheaf Offering, using grain not of their own seed, taken from an as yet unconquered ‘accursed’ enemy peoples’ yield, all in absence of any Biblical statement to the effect of their actually having done so!   And, further, having done so on a day TOO EARLY, by any Biblical instruction.  It has been assumed that Joshua 5:11 is an illustration of what to do differently when Passover Day occurs on a weekly Sabbath, with nothing but ‘presumptive evidence’ to offer!

This is yet one more piece of evidence that our Joshua 5 ‘Wave Sheaf’ scenario is not only unsubstantial, but also requires we overlook and dismiss way too many Biblical considerations!
The “When ye be come into the land..” instruct-tion did not necessarily mean they do so in the very first year, nor do so using another people’s harvest.  We don’t need to insist it was an abso-lute prerequisite imposed upon Israel that year, especially when we see them eating produce other than manna a full week earlier!  (Jos.1:11)  They were told to prepare foods for a multi-day campaign.  Manna didn’t keep more than one day, except that prepared on Fridays, two days only.  So what they were told to prepare there seven days prior to crossing over the Jordan could not have been manna!  (Incidentally, if the Passover was a Sabbath, as some allege, then so was this day they were told to prepare this food for their cross-Jordan campaign!  Huh?)
It Was ON The Selfsame Day!
What all of this obfuscation obscures is the clear statement that Israel took formal possession of the Promised Land on the exact anniversary of the day the Promise was originally made!   It is not referring to a ceremonial performance, as the Wave Sheaf interjection alleges.  Rather, it refers to the “Selfsame Day”, which is demonstrable in two ways.  First, we know that it was the ‘mor-row after the Passover’ that they began eating. The Exodus was also begun on the “Selfsame Day”, the morrow after the Passover, which is identified in Exodus 12:40-42 as being the “Self-same Day” as the Promise made to Abraham, 430 years before.  “And it came to pass at the end of the one hundred and thirty years, even the selfsame day it came to pass, that all the hosts of the LORD went out from the land of Egypt.  It is a night to be much observed unto the LORD for bringing them out from the land of Egypt: this is that night of the LORD to be observed of all of the children of Israel in their generations.” 

Israel commemorated this significant occasion, the realization of the Promise made to Abraham, by their effective release from Egypt, and again on this exact anniversary date 40 years later, by first eating of the land’s produce!  Manna was no longer needed, thus it wasn’t found that next morning or any time thereafter.  (Jos.5:12)
When we wade into the fog of arguments as to whether a Wave Sheaf was here offered, or if it was new or old grain that they first ate, we lose the true significance of what the point was!  God illustrated His faithfulness to His Promise by causing these events to occur exactly on time, emphasizing that it was His doing!  
The “Selfsame Day” IS mentioned, Wave Sheaf ISN’T!   Why doesn’t that count?   Israel crossed Jordan on the tenth day.
  They had ‘business’ to attend to at Gilgal.
   They killed, roasted and ate the Passover between twilight and midnight as the fourteenth day was beginning, eating of Jericho’s field grains on the “Night to be Much Observed”, just 24 hours after Passover, and no manna was found on the morning after, dawn of the fifteenth!   This works!   Especially when the continuing narrative places Joshua afield in the early morning of the fifteenth! 

What brings the Leviticus 23:10 reference to the forefront over these many others is the mention in verse 14 of the prohibition against eating “…neither bread, nor parched corn, nor green ears…” prior to offering a Wave Sheaf.  This, when cross-referenced against Joshua 5, seems to be presenting notably similar wording.  Thus the connection is made, and a basis is proposed for concluding that Joshua 5:11 illustrates the first compliance with the event proscribed in Levit-icus 23:10.
We have a menu of “bread, parched corn and green ears” in Leviticus 23 and “Unleavened cakes, and parched corn” in Joshua 5.  Not a clear ringer, but close!

The mention of these specific items, especially the ‘parched corn’ is adequate proof to many that these two mentions refer to an identical situation, and is evidence of there having been the former-mentioned ceremony performed on the latter occasion.  There’s a certain amount of logical appeal in that, though it’s a long way from absolute!
An oversight is that in the former passage, there 
is no mention of the need for ‘un-leavenedness’, where in the latter, being ‘unleavened’ warrants a specific mention!
What we could also perceive from this wording 
difference is that “Wave Sheaf” need not always 
fall within the Days of Unleavened Bread, where the Joshua 5 event obviously did fall within!  The ‘morrow after the Passover’ is always within the seven days of Unleavened Bread, while the morrow after the Sabbath need not always be, thus the ‘bread’ they were to eat, mentioned in Leviticus 23 would not need to be unleavened in every case when a Wave Sheaf was offered, (though usually it would be)!  This suggests allowing an ‘after Days of Unleavened Bread’ possibility for a Wave Sheaf Offering.   This suggests that there were occasions when “Wave Sheaf day” was after the Last Day of Unleaven-ed Bread, and the accompanying bread when eaten with it wouldn’t always have needed to be unleavened!
Another consideration in a similar vein, we need to ask when they, in Joshua 5, made ‘unleavened bread’?  It’s one of the things they ATE that day!  Did they make it ON the fifteenth, the annual Holyday?  Remember, manna fell that morning, as we see it stopping the morning after, so there was NO NEED to bake bread of local produce ON the Holyday.
  Did they go out and harvest it in sufficient quantity after the fifteenth day had begun?   Under the ‘early Wave Sheaf’ scenario, we are compelled to conclude they did!
Let’s look at the specific mentions presented in Leviticus 23:14.  There is ‘bread’.  Did it NEED to be UN-leavened?   Apparently not always.  ‘Green ears’: obviously fresh raw grain, and ‘parched corn’.  What’s the point or purpose of it being ‘parched’?   Leviticus 2:14 mentions something that offers insight as to why its being parched factors-in to the picture.  “And if you offer a meat (meal) offering of your firstfruits …you shall offer…green ears of corn dried by the fire, even corn beaten out of full (ripe) ears.” This meal offering was to include corn (barley) ground out into at least coarse flour.  These kernels had to be dried by fire, (not burnt, v 12), as it isn’t possible to grind kernels that fresh: fully ripe, but still green!   These were the very first fruits from that year’s harvest.  Attempting to grind them into flour that soon, without drying them, would result in a messy paste, not flour! Why would they ‘parch’ last year’s grain that was already dried?  It’s understood, they were dealing with produce that was so new, it hadn’t had time to dry out sufficiently to where it would not be too rubbery to grind it into flour!          The green ears were for waving, the parched grain was for grinding into flour, which was  necessary with the offering and also for making bread of this first ripe produce.  There in Joshua
5 they made unleavened cakes of Jericho’s field produce, that they had just begun to harvest, drying it sufficiently to grind into flour to make unleavened cakes!  We see in the ‘parched corn’ wording (‘corn’ is not in the original), the fact of their using new flour to make their required ‘unleavened cakes’, not necessarily exclusively for a Wave Sheaf Ceremony.  They parched grain for more than one reason; for more than just one single occasion.  They needed to parch it for grinding, they didn’t need to parch it for waving!
This throws light on the King James translators deference to Jewish interpretation of events, insisting that the grain of the land had to be of a previous year’s harvest, as this ‘morrow after the Passover’ was too early to have allowed a Wave Sheaf Offering to have taken place.  But, then, why would the Jerichonians leave considerable quantities of old grain out in their fields in the face of an impending invasion and siege?   Wouldn’t they have pulled all that into the city?

So, When Did They Harvest?
Now, we’ve considered when they ate this pro-duce, we need to consider when they would have harvested it.  If they baked unleavened cakes and ate them ON the fifteenth, an annual Holyday, the First Day of Unleavened Bread, then how and when did they harvest said grain?   If it was the day prior, we need to remember that most
among us pose that the day prior was a weekly Sabbath!  That’s what the fuss over this verse is all about, after all!   So, Israel first harvested 
Jericho’s field-produce on either a weekly Sab-

bath or an annual Sabbath.  Now if they cut 
and waved a sheaf of the grain only, then this might be explainable.  But they didn’t just wave, they baked unleavened cakes and ate them that same day, obviously harvesting a certain quan-
tity, fire-drying it, grinding it into flour, and 
making cakes and baking 
 them.  Doing all this 

on a weekly or at least an annual Sabbath!   Can we detect some slightly misguided presumption

here?  Otherwise, they harvested it before 
Passover, thus clearly before a Wave Sheaf!   
No, the Passover did not occur on a weekly Sabbath in the year of entrance, and no, this is not an illustration of an ‘early’ Wave Sheaf, or how we are to count Pentecost differently when the Passover falls on a weekly Sabbath.  Such a proposal is unfortunate at best.  It violates the Sabbath commandment and the ‘of seed which you have planted’ requirement, at least
Even more unfortunate is the implicit allegation that accursed Jericho’s yield 
 was an acceptable offering before God in Heaven.  Remember, the True Wave Sheaf was our Savior Jesus Christ offered up and presented before The Ancient of Days ON Wave Sheaf Day, that Sunday during the week of Unleavened Bread, just after His resurrection! 
   Are we to accept that just any source, the yield of a people that God was about to utterly destroy, is acceptable to illustrate Him before God the very first time it was offered?
 The Point Being Missed?
But, so long as we regard this passage in Joshua 5 only in the context of a Wave Sheaf Offering, we will be compelled to overlook the real point this historical account is relating to us.  Most Bible students are unfamiliar with the Abrahamic Covenant, and thus wouldn’t see the connection evident in this passage.
The real point of Joshua 5 is to make us aware of the coincidence of Israel’s waiting until that ‘Night to be Much Observed’, the morrow after the Passover, the exact anniversary of their full release from Egypt, which was also the anniver-sary of the ‘Night’ the Promise and prophecy of these events was made and confirmed by an Oath with Abraham, there in the same general vicinity, 470 years before!   (Consider also Gal. 3:29)
That is the true message of Joshua 5:10-11      Ω
Factoring - In the ABIB

Additional Considerations Come to Bear in those Occasional Years 

When the Passover Falls on a Weekly Sabbath.
In those years when an ‘early’ Wave Sheaf is seen as being appropriate, on account of  Pass-over day occurring on a weekly Sabbath, there is yet another primary consideration that factors-in, that being the newly ripening grain, also known as ‘the Abib’.  Wave Sheaf is offered after Pass-over, by any method of reckoning, and thus would be waved at or after mid-month each year.
In fact, it is the ‘green ears’ of barley, also known as ‘the Abib’, that gave its name to the first month of the year.  The first month was actually named after this ripening grain.

The impact of this consideration is that this first month is dependent on and is often determined by there being grain sufficiently ripened for the Wave Sheaf Offering two to three weeks into the first month.  Each year, as the new spring harvest approached, a determination would be needed, some weeks prior.   The ripening fields would be inspected, and a projection made as to whether or not that year’s crop would be ready by when it was needed: Wave Sheaf day.  If the grain did not appear that it would be sufficiently ripened by that time, then the determination would be made to delay (postpone) the start of the new year by adding a thirteenth month.  This process is known as ‘intercalation’, the addition of another month, after the twelfth month, thus delaying the start of the new year 29 or 30 days.
In fact, this happened on average seven years out of nineteen.  Mathematically, it has to be.  Even before the nineteen-year time cycle was known, this would have happened.  Less predictably under an ‘observational’ situation, and more predictably using ‘calculation’ methods.  So, on average, seven years out of nineteen, the need was seen and the determination made to inter-calate, as the new barley was not likely to be ready in time for waving.  Being less dependent on the condition of the grains, the calculated 
calendar’s intercalation cycle, in some years, 
could impose a Wave Sheaf date that was actually too early as determined by the grain!
But, what we need to realize is that should their ‘early’ Wave Sheaf determination, as some see it, brought about by the Passover falling on a weekly Sabbath in some years,  it raises the possibility that the barley would not be quite ready, and thus would trigger an intercalation that otherwise might not have been!  In other words, an ‘early’ Wave Sheaf could trigger the need for intercalation, thereby adding another month, thus canceling the Sabbath-Passover situation that made it early in the first place, as the added month would advance the date some 29 or 30 days, adding 1 or 2 days to when Passover would fall with respect to the days of the week.  With a Passover falling on the weekly Sabbath one month, if advanced into the next month, it would then fall on Sunday or Monday.
So it appears there is a trip-wire built into a Passover-on-a-Sabbath situation that effectively cancels itself out of existence some 25% of the time.  Simply because the Abib, the newly ripen-ing grain, was found to be ready 63% of the time (12 out of 19), but 37% of the time (7 out of 19) it was not, and bumping Wave Sheaf even earlier 1 out of 7 times, when Passover falls on a Sab-bath, increases the likelihood for the need to intercalate.
Of course, the strictly calculated calendar disre-gards all of that.  The Abib under it is relegated to insignificance, though God gave that as the benchmark of the more important consideration as to when to declare the first month and when to offer the Wave Sheaf and to observe Pentecost the fiftieth day thereafter.
But then, does anyone really care about such things these days?                                            Ω






� Joshua 4:19  They crossed Jordan on the tenth day.


� Joshua 5:2-5  Men younger than 40 were circumcised.


� Joshua 5:13  Regarded by many as being in advance of the first day’s encirclement of Jericho by the army of over-forty year olds on the fifteenth, later in the day.


� If Passover was a weekly Sabbath, then no manna fell on the fourteenth.  If it didn’t fall the morning of the fifteenth either, being an annual Sabbath, then manna would have to have fallen for the last time the morning of the thirteenth?  But it says it stopped the morning AFTER they ate of the produce of the land!  We presume it didn’t fall for the first time on the morning of the sixteenth.   Ponder this one!


� Being an area with little fire wood, the use of grain stalks to fire their ovens also suggests they harvested new grain.


� Joshua 6:18


� See my article on “Who Is the Ancient of Days?” for a revealing discussion of the Wave Sheaf  Ceremony’s actual occurrence and True Fulfillment.
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